Parshat Teruma
Art: Kosher Creativity or
Dastardly Design
Source 1: Shmot 25:8 and 11
ו ְעָ ׂשּו לִי מִ קְ דָ ׁש ו ְׁשָ ַכנְתִ י בְתֹוכָם

And they shall make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their midst

וְצִפִ יתָ א ֹתֹו זָהָ ב טָ הֹור מִ ַבי ִת ּומִ חּוץ תְ צַפֶּ ּנּו
ו ְעָ ׂשִ יתָ עָ לָיו זֵר זָהָ ב סָ בִיב

And you shall overlay it with pure gold; from inside and from outside you
shall overlay it, and you shall make upon it a golden crown all around.
Source 2: Mishlei/Proverbs 31:30

ׁשֶּ קֶּ ר הַ חֵ ן ו ְהֶּ בֶּל הַ י ֹפִ י אִ שָ ה י ְִרַאת ה’ הִ יא תִ תְ הַ לָל

Charm is false and beauty is futile; a God-fearing woman, she is to be
praised.

Source 3: Rambam Shmonah Prakim (Introduction to Pirkei Avot) Chapter 5
 יסירה בשמיעת,אם התעוררה עליו מרה שחורה
If a person feels sadness settling upon him, he should remove it
, ובטיול בגנות ובבניינים נאים,שירים ומיני נגינות
with songs and forms of music; walking in the gardens and
beautiful buildings, and sitting with beautiful pictures, and such  וכיוצא בזה ממה שירחיב,ובישיבה עם צורות נאות
things that expand the soul, and remove this dark worry from  ותהיה. ויסיר דאגת המרה השחורה ממנה,הנפש
 ותכלית בריאות, שיבריא גופו- הכוונה בכל זה
himself. And his intention in all of this should be to have a healthy
 שידע- גופו
body, and the purpose of his health – that he will know.
Source 4: Bereishit/Genesis 29:17
Leah's eyes were tender, but Rachel had beautiful features and a
beautiful complexion.

:ו ְעֵ ינֵי לֵָאה ַרּכֹות ו ְָרחֵ ל הָ י ְתָ ה י ְפַ ת ת ַֹאר ו ִיפַ ת מַ ְראֶּ ה

Source 5: Reported in the name of the Vilna Gaon by his great-nephew
The explanation of this matter by the Goan, zatzal, of Vilna, the
verse says: “Charms is false…” but this is difficult: If charm and
beauty are futile and false, how does the Torah praise with
someone false, that is says “Rachel had beautiful features…” And he
saus, that beauty is futile and false if it is alone; but when a woman
reveres Hashem, it is a great level. And this is the explanation:
“Charm is false… a God-fearing woman, she is to be praised” the she

he refers to the grace and beauty
Source 6: Article – Human Creativity: Art and Halakha by Aytan
Kadden

Art forms which are indeed fostered through halakha are calligraphy ) )סת"םmusic ) טעמי המקרא, הלל,(שירה במקדש
and poetry ( שירה במקרא,)תהילים
Source 7: Extracts from Rav Kook’s
Letter to Bezalel Art School

How good it is to know, that this sign
of life [art in the Jewish world] is not
just a sign empty of all true
substance, but it has fruit and
benefit! This important subject, or

beautiful faith, can truly bring Bracha and open the gates of Parnassa for many families living in the Holy Land… And it
also upons the feelings of beauty and purity, to which the dear children of Zion are very much predisposed. It raises
many and downtrodden souls to give them a clear and illuminated vision, of the glory of life, nature and productivity,
of the honour of work and diligence. And of these of exalted principled, that fill the soul of every person Jewish person
with rejoicing and splendour…
In general, with the faith-based
desire for beauty, that is made
physical through art, human
creativity, our nations relates to the
world in a positive and friendly way –
but also within limitations. We are
careful to avoid drunkenness and
going too far, even in the most elevated things…
Beauty contains within itself the risk of being changed by the coarse populace into junk food and intoxicating liquor,
if it doesn’t draw from the true beauty of knowledge and morality.
Source: London Jewish Chronicle – September 1935
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